yoogie Richardson’s father opened
n store on the banks of the Greenb
More than 90 years later, the store
| by the years — still selling appliar
ind pocketknives to Pocahontas
idents.
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 ping his arm on a skin-
ny ceiling ladder, Goo-
e Pichardson surveyed his
ain Sireel hardware, unaware
al his store was something out
the o dinary
He glanced at the 15-foot

iammered tin ceilings, row upon
ibw o/ wooden shelves, bins ov-

owing with all sizes of nails.
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To him, the crisp November
¥y wic business as usual —
Ople usking for pipe, waler
aters and nails. Locals feeling
alny rads and measuring mat-
et ‘iquiring about someone

fix a faucet or to install a
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-argson s store, C.J. Richard-
owntown Marlinton since 1901.

Marlinton. An engineer, the eld-
er Richardson had contracted
malaria while in South America
establishing a gold mine.

His brother, a physician for
the C&O railroad, lured him
back to the Allegheny Mountains
“for his health,” Richardson
said. The family owned thou-
sands of acres of property in
nearby Bath County, Va.

“He loved to hunt and fish,”

Richardson said.
And that he did. After he

moved the store in 1903 a few

blocks east, beside the soon-

'he Pocahontas County
$ 1% million in business |

to-be-laid railroad tracl
proprietor left most of th
to his men. Every yea
spend three months hunti
two months fishing in the
woods and waters, Rich:
said.

“And he went home eve
ternoon and took a nap
part of that would seem
permanent vacation. It's
not like that now. It's imp(
to get away.”

Richardson remembe!
grandfather and (e early
well. 1




cal supplies and furniture. He car-
ries everything from toiiev seats
to banjos; pocket knives to salt
shakers; and hunting gloves to
horseshoes.

High on the building's third
floor is hidden surplus merchan-
dise. It's here where Richardson’s
grandchildren explore such treas-
ures as a wooden Uneela Boss
washing machine, never used,
brand new Flexible Flyer sleds,
now-obsolete hay hooks or a row
of shiny bicycles.

“I'd venture to say that small
hardware items are the biggest
business,” Richardson said, taking
some time to think about it. “I ex-
pect we got customers here for 50
years.”

And charge accounts are a

v (g B
i oug grandfather rat-
ed three stores, with the otm in
- Richwood and Durbin, Richardson
keeps to the Marlinton one. He
tlgum it's the largest in the coun-
ty with the closest big rivals in
LewlsburgorElklm.




